Education Sciences Reform Act of 2002
Excerpts from SEC. 174. REGIONAL EDUCATIONAL LABORATORIES FOR
RESEARCH, DEVELOPMENT, DISSEMINATION, AND TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE.

(f) CENTRAL MISSION AND PRIMARY FUNCTION.—Each regional educational laboratory
awarded a contract under this section shall support applied research, development, wide
dissemination, and technical assistance activities by—

(1) providing training (which may include supporting internships and fellowships and
providing stipends) and technical assistance to State educational agencies, local
educational agencies, school boards, schools funded by the Bureau as appropriate, and
State boards of education regarding, at a minimum—
(A) the administration and implementation of programs under the Elementary and
Secondary Education Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C. 6301 et seq.);
(B) scientifically valid research in education on teaching methods, assessment
tools, and high quality, challenging curriculum frameworks for use by teachers
and administrators in, at a minimum—
(i) the core academic subjects of mathematics, science, and reading;
(i) English language acquisition;
(iii) education technology; and
(iv) the replication and adaption of exemplary and promising practices and
new educational methods, including professional development strategies
and the use of educational technology to improve teaching and learning;
and
(C) the facilitation of communication between educational experts, school
officials, and teachers, parents, and librarians, to enable such individuals to assist
schools to develop a plan to meet the State education goals;
(2) developing and widely disseminating, including through Internet-based means,
scientifically valid research, information, reports, and publications that are usable for
improving academic achievement, closing achievement gaps, and encouraging and
sustaining school improvement, to—
(A) schools, districts, institutions of higher education, educators (including early
childhood educators and librarians), parents, policymakers, and other
constituencies, as appropriate, within the region in which the regional educational
laboratory is located; and
(B) the National Center for Education Evaluation and Regional Assistance;
(3) developing a plan for identifying and serving the needs of the region by conducting a
continuing survey of the educational needs, strengths, and weaknesses within the region,
including a process of open hearings to solicit the views of schools, teachers,
administrators, parents, local educational agencies, librarians, and State educational
agencies within the region;
(4) in the event such quality applied research does not exist as determined by the regional
educational laboratory or the Department, carrying out applied research projects that are
designed to serve the particular educational needs (in prekindergarten through grade 16)
of the region in which the regional educational laboratory is located, that reflect findings
from scientifically valid research, and that result in user-friendly, replicable school-based
classroom applications geared toward promoting increased student achievement,



including using applied research to assist in solving site-specific problems and assisting
in development activities (including high-quality and on-going professional development
and effective parental involvement strategies);
(5) supporting and serving the educational development activities and needs of the region
by providing educational applied research in usable forms to promote school-
improvement, academic achievement, and the closing of achievement gaps and
contributing to the current base of education knowledge by addressing enduring problems
in elementary and secondary education and access to postsecondary education;
(6) collaborating and coordinating services with other technical assistance providers
funded by the Department of Education;
(7) assisting in gathering information on school finance systems to promote improved
access to educational opportunities and to better serve all public school students;
(8) assisting in gathering information on alternative administrative structures that are
more conducive to planning, implementing, and sustaining school reform and improved
academic achievement;
(9) bringing teams of experts together to develop and implement school improvement
plans and strategies, especially in low-performing or high poverty schools; and
(10) developing innovative approaches to the application of technology in education that
are unlikely to originate from within the private sector, but which could result in the
development of new forms of education software, education content, and technology-
enabled pedagogy.
(g) ACTIVITIES.—Each regional educational laboratory awarded a contract under this section
shall carry out the following activities:
(1) Collaborate with the National Education Centers in order to—
(A) maximize the use of research conducted through the National Education
Centers in the work of such laboratory;
(B) keep the National Education Centers apprised of the work of the regional
educational laboratory in the field; and
(C) inform the National Education Centers about additional research needs
identified in the field.
(2) Consult with the State educational agencies and local educational agencies in the
region in developing the plan for serving the region.
(3) Develop strategies to utilize schools as critical components in reforming education
and revitalizing rural communities in the United States.
(4) Report and disseminate information on overcoming the obstacles faced by educators
and schools in high poverty, urban, and rural areas.
(5) Identify successful educational programs that have either been developed by such
laboratory in carrying out such laboratory’s functions or that have been developed or
used by others within the region served by the laboratory and make such information
available to the Secretary and the network of regional educational laboratories so that
such programs may be considered for inclusion in the national education dissemination
system.



