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Module 1 Transcript

Hello. Welcome to Module 1, Introduction to the NLTS2 Training Modules. In this module we will go over the purpose of the NLTS2 Training Modules, provide an introduction to the modules, describe the supporting materials, list the names of the modules, provide a brief closing, and then provide some important information about finding more information about the study.

NLTS2 is a study funded by the National Center for Special Education Research within the Institute of Education Sciences. These modules are intended to be a resource, to researchers in the field who would like to use NLTS2 data to answer questions that interest them. So these modules are designed to provide those interested individuals and researchers an opportunity to get familiarity about NLTS2 generally, about what’s in the database, its structure, and its content. In addition, NLTS2 provides opportunities to answer a wide range of descriptive longitudinal and explanatory research questions, and these modules are intended to give researchers some examples, and some pointers about how to conduct analyses using NLTS2.

NCSER has several other objectives in terms of promoting secondary data analysis with NLTS2. First of all, the return on investment for NLTS2 by broadening the range of researchers who use the data ensure that it is a good investment for the public and for the field. Secondly, the more researchers become familiar with large scale datasets like NLTS2, it increases the technical and content ability of the field to use NLTS2 and other similar datasets. And finally, the more researchers who use NLTS2 will provide more information and greater dissemination of the study results into a much wider range of channels.

The modules are designed to meet several purposes. The first one is to provide researchers a background to the NLTS2 generally, to learn what’s available in the database and how to navigate the database and the documentation, how to join data files together for analysis, and to look at some examples of how to conduct analysis using NLTS2 data.

In addition, for each of the modules there are some supporting materials to facilitate learning. One is programming output and syntax, two is a quiz along with quiz answers, and there are additional materials and, of course, the presentation slides are available for users as well.

The following is a list of the training modules that are available in the program. The first is the Overview, which we’re doing now. Module 2 is a general information module called the NLTS2 Study Overview. Module 3 focuses on the study design and sampling. Module 4 covers NLTS2 data sources, including parent and youth surveys. Module 5 focuses on the school surveys, student assessments, and transcripts.

There are four modules that focus specifically on the implications for analysis when using NLTS2 data. Module 6 focuses on the content, Module 7 focuses on the parent and youth survey data, Module 8 focuses on analysis from the school survey and student assessment data, and Module 9 focuses on the weighting and standard errors.

There are four modules focused on documentation and analysis. Module 10 is an NLTS2 documentation overview. Module 11 focuses on data dictionaries. Module 12 focuses on quick references for getting around the NLTS2 database, and Module 13 is an analysis demonstration of descriptive and comparative analysis for a longitudinal analysis.

There are four modules that are focused specifically on accessing data within NLTS2 using both SPSS and SAS. Module 14 focuses on accessing data generally. Module 15 focuses on running frequencies. Module 16 focuses on running means. Module 17 focuses on manipulating variables, and Module 18 focuses on complex sample procedures in SPSS and PROC Survey procedures in SAS.

Finally, there are two modules which focus on multivariate analysis in NLTS2. Module 19 is a general introduction to multivariate analysis. Module 20 is an example analysis using linear regression.

In closing, in this module we discussed the purpose of the training modules generally, an introduction to the modules, we described the supporting materials, and listed what the training materials are. In the next module, Module 2, we’ll learn about the NLTS2 study overview.

Additional information about NLTS2 is available at the study website, nlts2.org. You can also find information about the study at NCES in addition to finding out information about how to get restricted use licenses to use the data and you can also email the study at nlts2@sri.com.
