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Module 10: NLTS2 Documentation Overview

We were now at Module 10. We are going to look at the documentation overview for NLTS2. Before viewing this, it would be useful to look at some of the information about the study overview, the sampling and the data sources. What we are going to talk about in this module is an overview of the documentation. What is included in the documentation, a table of contents which contains hyperlinks, the database overview document, the database structures document and index of all the variables in the database. Other resources in the documents that will be found in the documentation, the data collection instruments that we used to collect the data, file documentation for each of the files. And then we will wrap it up and provide you with some contact information at the end. The NLTS2 documentation includes information that is necessary for learning about the NLTS2 study including the sources of the data and the database. It is, for each of the data files by data source and by wave of data collection. 
What is included in the NLTS2 documentation. We have HTML table of contents which has hyperlinks. We have a database overview document which includes information about the study. We have a database structures document that has information about the database and the data files. We have data dictionaries that describes each of the files and each of the elements in those files. We have file documentation for the data files. We have all the source data collection instruments. We have an index of variables. Indexing every single variable that is found in the database. We have a document that has some user notes for SPSS users. We also have some quick references that contains information not found elsewhere. For the data files, we have data available both in SAS and SPSS formats. In the SAS version, there is also a SAS format library. The code used to create that format library should you chose to modify it or recreate the library. We also have output listings from the SAS proc contents that lists all of the variable names, the labels for those variables and all the associated value formats. 
In the SPSS version, we have as we mentioned earlier, some users note for the SPSS users. And within the files themselves are the variable names, the variable labels, missing value ranges, and value labels. The value labels are similar to those that are in the format library in SAS. They are stored individually with the variables rather than in the external library as they are in SAS. The very first thing that you want to do when you get your data disk would be to open up the HTML Table of Contents which is your road map to every document that is in the documentation. It has two levels. The first level take you directly to documents that are overview documents that pertain to the entire database. There is also another type of link that we take you to a secondary table of contents which would be by data collection wave and source. So if you have used a hyperlink before basically, you will just click on any blue tab and that will take you to the location you would like to go to. This is what it looks like. So the very first section under data documentation would take you directly to those documents. At A, you will see by wave, that will be Wave 1 and so if you were to click on one of those links it will take you to information about the Wave 1 data collection instruments and take you to another table of contents where you could select each of those data dictionaries or each of those data collection instruments as you choose. 
The database overview document provides a lot of general information and background information about the study. It contains a lot of the information that you have seen in the earlier modules that talk about the sampling, how the data collection effort was done by each wave. It talks about calculating weighted standard errors. It has things about response rates. It explains the disability characterizations and defines the disability categories for you. The database structures document contains general information about the database itself that lists all of the files that will be found by data collection for each wave. We have also indexed these with a letter for wave and a number for instruments so any time you see those particular letters and numbers, it will always be referenced to the same file.  In each of the files, we provide information such as the file name, a variable prefix that you will be elected to find in that file, the main way that would be used for access in that file, the number of records that you would expect to find and how that file is linked to other files. It is pretty easy, every link is always the variable ID. It is the same throughout so any files can be placed together by linking with the ID variable. 
The unit of analysis for all these files is individually youth even if it is a school file. It is always about the youth. Every record in every file represents a youth in the sample for whom there is data for that source. The database structure documents also includes information about sample data for calculating weighted standard errors. It counts cases that appear in multiple files so you can see how many respondents there are for a given file and also how many respondents there are that have multiple sources for data within a wave. So you can in other words, see if somebody has how many have a parent survey and a school program survey and teachers survey and how many have all combinations of these. It has information about the value formats and the value labels and talks about the sources of data for each file. For example, we have the parent or youth survey, the teachers survey, the school program survey, the direct assessment and so forth. And it talks about the naming conventions per variables within each file. 
Naming conventions. We used naming conventions for both files and variable names. The file naming convention reflects the study, NLTS2 of course. And also the data source. So if you were to see N2W2Tchr, the N2 represents the NLTS2 study, W2 represents Wave 2 and the Tchr represents teacher survey. And likewise with the program survey, we have N2 for NLTS2, W1 for Wave 1, and Prog for the school program survey. So it is pretty easy to know what file you are looking at just based on the file name itself once you get used to the rhythm of it. We also use prefixes per variables that reflect that same information. It indicates the study NLTS2 of course, the source, and also within a data collection instrument, the section and question number that item comes from. So if we were to see for example np1G4e, we would see that it is N for NLTS2, p for the parent/guardian interview, 1 for wave 1, G for section G and 4e is question four e. 
The index of variables is a single document that lists every single variable in that database alphabetically. The variables are indexed to the data dictionaries. The page numbers matched the data dictionary using the index that I discussed earlier. So when there are sections in the data collection instrument, the pages are numbered within that section. So if we had a section C, it one through how many pages we have in section C going on to D. We start with D1 onto how many pages are for D. So if we had nts2C8, it is index to B4-C-2. B4 references the wave. B is Wave 2, and the instrument tag in the table of contents is 2, the second instrument, and the C indicates that it is in section C within that and 2 would be page 2 of that section C. For index tags A is always Wave 1, B Wave 2, C Wave 3 and so on. And this is kind of an example of how would it look. This is included in the documentation. It is kind of a glossary of how you would find those various different sections and how they are indexed. This is what the index looks like, tiny, tiny, tiny. And here is a little piece of it blown up a little bit larger and you can see for example, ID appears many different places. In fact it appears in every file. And it is indexed with A1, A2 and so forth. 
Other documents that are in the documentation, we have notes to SPSS users and that has information about how files were converted from SAS where they were started and what had to be done in order to do that conversion such as handling missing values and value labels and so forth. We also include some quick references that will be discussed in a separate presentation. And that has useful information for using these data that are not found elsewhere that we have found had been useful to people and other trainings and things that I have used myself when using the data. We also have data dictionaries which is a blow by blow description of all variables that are in the files and that also will be discussed in a separate module. We include all of the data collection instruments. All the data collection instruments from any given wave. And I want to note that in some instances for a given data collection and source, there might be multiple formats. And if you looked at the earlier modules, we talked about having both an interview and a mail questionnaire option for some of the surveys. All of those are included with the instruments. 
We have file documentation and there is one file document for every file in the database. The files once again are by wave and by data source within the wave. The file documentation list the variables in each file alphabetically. It is produced using the SAS PROC CONTENTS procedure. And in that list, you have the name of the variable, the variable label which will be the same for both SAS and SPSS for both of those. And also the associated value formats and as mentioned earlier, it is stored in a library per SAS and stored individually with each variable and SPSS. The associated value formats basically simply put our replacing a code with text that explains what that code describes. So for example if we have a format that is for yes or no, instead of seeing a 0-1 printed out for frequency distribution, you will see a no and a yes printed out. So it is just easier for the user to see what is being represented rather than just seeing codes, they will see what those codes represent. We have those in the SAS formats library and as mentioned earlier those are stored individually with each of the SPSS variables. This is what the file documentation looks like. It is just an alphabetic list. It is very simply lists the name of the variable, the label that associated with it and the SAS format. In wrapping this up, we looked at the NLTS2 documentation overview. We cover what was included in documentation. We looked at that link table of contents with the hyperlinks. We looked at the database overview document, the database structures document, the index of variables, other resources that are available, the data collection instruments, and the file documentation. Next up we will go in greater detail about the data dictionaries in Module #11. 
As mentioned in other modules, we have some important contact information. We have the NLTS2 website that you are welcome to visit that has very interesting information and reports, data tables and so on. You can contact us at NLTS2@sri.com. Also NCES can be contacted for receiving the NLTS2 database and documentation as well as other restricted licenses. Thank you.
